
WORDING
GUIDE



THE WEDDING INVITATION 

�e names  o f  the  ho s t s  
should  be  l i s t ed  at  the  
top  o f  the  invi ta t ion.  

 •  Names of  the  br ide  and groom
• Names of  the  hosts  ( t radi t ional ly ,  the  parents  of  the  br ide)

•  Ceremony date ,  day of  week,  t ime and locat ion
• Women who are  widowed should be  addressed according to  the i r  la te  

husband's  name,  with "Mrs ."  as  the  t i t le  ( i . e .  Mrs .  George  Brown).  

�e word "and"  be tween 
two names  t radi t ional l y  

impl i e s  that  tho se  peop le  
are  marr ied .  Names  o f  

unmarr ied  ho s t s  or  gue s t s  
should  be  s tacked.  

�e phrase  "reque s t  the  
honor  o f  your  pre s ence"  i s  

t yp ica l l y  r e s e rved for  a  
church or  p lace  o f  

wor ship .  You are  we lcome 
to  spe l l  i t  a s  e i ther  

"honor"  or  "honour" .  Ju s t  
make  sure  you match i t  
on your  rep ly  card with  

" favor"  or  " favour ."  

I f  the  wedding  
ceremony and 
recept ion are  be ing  
ho s t ed  in  the  same 
locat ion,  there  i s  no  
need for  a  recept ion 
card.  At  the  bot tom o f  
the  invi ta t ion,   you 
can s imply  s ta te  
"Recept ion to  fo l low" 
or  "Dinner  and 
dancing  to  fo l low."  

For  the  wedding  
co l l e c t ion,  t ry  not  

to  u se  abbreviat ions .  
Tradi t ional l y ,  middle  

names ,  s t r ee t  in fo  & s ta te  
names  are  spe l l ed  out .  I f  
you do  choose  to  l i s t  the  

date  or  any  o ther  in fo  in  
a  more  ca sual  manner ,  be  
cons i s t ent  acro s s  a l l  p i ece s  

o f  the  invi ta t ion sui t e .

Mr. and Mrs.
Jim and Catherine Harrington

request the pleasure of  your company
at the marriage of  their daughter

to

Saturday, the twelfth of  October
Two thousand seventeen

at five o'clock

The Lighthouse Inn
Seattle, Washington

�e Invi ta t ion Should  Inc lude :



Etiquette  & Wording Examples  

FORMAL AND/OR TRADITIONAL
weddings  be ing  he ld  in  a  church and hos t ed  by  the  parent s  o f  the  br ide :

FORMAL AND/OR TRADITIONAL
weddings  be ing  he ld  out s ide  o f  a  church and hos t ed  by  the  parent s  o f  the  br ide :

Mr. and Mrs .  Bradley  Hunter
Request  the  honor  of  your  presence

at  the  marr iage  of  the i r  daughter

Odette  Cla i re
to

Oliver  Richards  Temple

Saturday,  the  twenty-third of  June
two thousand and twelve
at  ha l f -past  four  o 'c lock

Firs t  Church
New Vernon,  New Jersey

Mr.  and Mrs .  Bradley  Hunter
request  the  p leasure  of  your  company

at  the  marr iage  of  the i r  daughter

Odette  Cla i re
to

Oliver  Richards  Temple

Saturday,  the  twenty-third of  June
two thousand and twelve
at  ha l f -past  four  o 'c lock

�e Standard Hote l
Miami,  F lor ida



Etiquette  & Wording Examples  

Together  with the i r  fami l ies

Odette  Cla i re  Hunter
&

Oliver  Richards  Temple

invi te  you to  share  in  the i r  joy
at  the  ce lebrat ion of  the i r  marr iage

Saturday,  the  twenty-third of  June
two thousand and twelve
at  ha l f -past  four  o 'c lock

�e Standard Hote l
Miami,  F lor ida

FORMAL AND/OR TRADITIONAL
weddings  be ing  he ld  out s ide  o f  a  church and hos t ed  by  both  s e t s  o f  parent s :

LESS FORMAL OR NON-TRADITIONAL
weddings  be ing  ho s t ed  by  both  s e t s  o f  parent s  and the  br ide  and groom,  

there  are  a  myriad o f  ways  to  arrange  the  wording ,  so  f e e l  f r ee  to  be  c reat ive :

Mr. and Mrs .  Bradley  Hunter
And Mr.  and Mrs .  Wil l iam Temple

request  the  p leasure  of  your  company
at  the  marr iage  of  the i r  chi ldren

Odette  Cla i re
to

Oliver  Richards

Saturday,  the  twenty-third of  June
two thousand and twelve
at  ha l f -past  four  o 'c lock

�e Standard Hote l
Miami,  F lor ida



�ese days ,  the  sky ’ s  the  l imit  when i t  comes  to  invi tat ion wording;  
there  are  a l l  k inds  of  d i�erent  ways  to  invi te  your  guest s  to  your  

wedding.  �e important  thing to  remember  i s  that  your  wording set s  the  
tone for  the  event  -  i t ’ s  the  �rs t  g l impse  your  guest s  have  into what  to  
expect  for  the  wedding day,  so  you’ l l  want  to  be  thoughtful  about  how 

you ar t iculate  your  invi tat ion.  

We are  a lways  wi l l ing to  o�er  our  expert i se  and advice  on what  k ind of  
wording best  �ts  your  invi tat ion -  jus t  ask !

Et iquette  & Wording Examples  

LESS FORMAL OR NON-TRADITIONAL
weddings  be ing  ho s t ed  by  the  br ide  and the  groom:

EMILY SAYS

Odette  Cla i re  Hunter
&

Oliver  Richards  Temple

joyful ly  request
the  p leasure  of  your  company
at  the i r  wedding ce lebrat ion

Saturday,  the  twenty-third of  June
two thousand and twelve
at  ha l f -past  four  o 'c lock

�e Standard Hote l
Miami,  F lor ida  



Ms. Ela ine  Robbins
Mr.  Bradley  Hunter

request  the  honor  of  your  presence
at  the  marr iage  of  the i r  daughter

Odette  Cla i re
to

Oliver  Richards  Temple

Saturday,  the  twenty-third of  June
two thousand and twelve
at  ha l f -past  four  o 'c lock

Firs t  Church
New Vernon,  New Jersey

You can use  a  s imi lar  format  when one  parent  has  r emarr ied :

Ms. Ela ine  Robbins
Mr.  and Mrs .  Bradley  Hunter

request  the  honor  of  your  presence
at  the  marr iage  of  the i r  daughter

Odette  Cla i re
to

Oliver  Richards  Temple

Saturday,  the  twenty-third of  June
two thousand and twelve
at  ha l f -past  four  o 'c lock

Firs t  Church
New Vernon,  New Jersey  

In today ' s  wor ld ,  many couple s  �nd that  t radi t ional  wording  convent ions  don ' t  fo l low sui t .  
Be low are  our  recommendat ions  for  handl ing  some common spec ia l  ca s e s .

Specia l  Cases

DIVORCED PARENTS
Formal  and/or  t radi t ional  weddings  be ing  he ld  in  a  church and hos t ed  by  the

divorced  parent s  o f  the  br ide  ( inc lude  parent s '  names  on s eparate  l ine s ) :



Wording for  addit ional  p ieces  in  the  wedding invi tat ion sui te  var ies  wide ly .  
Couples  should take  the i r  s ty le ,  ceremony and budget  into cons iderat ion.

Here  are  a  few examples  of  s tandard wording for  popular  addit ional  p ieces .  
Fee l  f ree  to  use  these  examples  as  a  s tar t ing point  and change,  edi t  or  rearrange 

the  di�erent  l ines  to  re�ect  your  wedding' s  unique character .

Save  the  date  cards  should  inc lude  the  couple s '  names  and wedding  date .
Beyond that ,  have  fun with  the  wording :  

Please  save  the  date

Saturday,  June 23,  2012

For  the  wedding of
Odette  Cla i re  Hunter

and
Oliver  Richards  Temple

Formal  invi tat ion to  fo l low

For formal  events ,  you may want  to  inc lude the  couples '  fu l l  names  as  wel l  a s  the  
names  of  the  hosts .  You may a l so  want  to  inc lude the  wedding locat ion,  part icular ly  i f  
the  wedding wi l l  not  be  he ld in  your  hometown or  i f  guest s  wi l l  need to  t rave l .  I f  you 

have  created a  wedding webs i te ,  you may want  to  inc lude the  URL as  wel l .  

Wording For  Addit ional  Pieces

SAVE THE DATE CARDS



For  formal  R.S .V.P.  cards ,  gue s t s  wri t e  in  the i r  r e sponse s  in  the  b lank space s .  
�is  i s  a  fun way to  ge t  per sonal  and memorable  r e sponse s .

�e favor  of  a  reply  i s  requested

by the  thir ty-�rs t  of  May

Wording For  Addit ional  Pieces

R.S.V.P CARDS

You can personal ize  how you ask for  repl ies ,  but  remember  to  keep the  
wording  cons i s tent  with the  invi tat ion.  For  example  "the  favor  or  a
reply"  typica l ly  matches  the  invi tat ion wording "the  honor  of  your  
presence .”  For  le s s  formal  invi tat ion wording,  such as  "request  the  

p leasure  of  your ,”  the  RSVP wording would typica l ly
"Kindly  reply  by"  or  "Kindly  respond by.”

To determine the  RSVP by date ,  a  good rule  of  thumb i s  to  a l low guest s  
ha l f  the  t ime between rece iv ing the  invi tat ions  and the  date  of  the  

wedding.  I f  you send your  invi tat ions  e ight  weeks  in  advance  of  your  
wedding,  se t  the  reply  by date  4  weeks   f rom the wedding.



Another  popular  approach i s  to  o�er  a  s e r i e s  o f  
checkboxe s  and l ine s  to  d irec t  the  in format ion you want :

Wording For  Addit ional  Pieces

OR

�e favor  of  a  reply  i s  requested by the  thir ty-�rs t  of  May

M____________________________________

____________ Accepts  with pleasure

____________ Decl ines  with regret

Entrees :

____Poultry  ____Fish ____Vegetar ian

�e favor  of  a  reply  i s  requested by the  thir ty-�rs t  of  May

Name(s)  _________________________

____________ wi l l  a t tend

 ___________ wi l l  not  a t tend



I f  the  ceremony and recept ion are  he ld  a t  the  same venue ,  i t  i s  �ne  to
s ta te  "Recept ion to  fo l low" at  the  bot tom o f  the  invi ta t ion.

I f  the  recept ion i s  he ld  a t  a  di�erent  locat ion,  i t  should  be  t r eated  a s  a  s eparate  event .
Inc lude  a  recept ion card with  the  event  de ta i l s  a s  par t  o f  the  invi ta t ion sui t e .  

Act iv i t i e s  cards  can be  very  he lp fu l  when i t  comes  to  weddings  wi th  many 
out-o f - town gue s t s .  �e ac t iv i t i e s  card  out l ine s  organized ac t iv i t i e s ,  meal s  and o ther  event s  

taking  p lace  over  the  cour se  o f  the  day s  surrounding  the  wedding .  

Wording For  Addit ional  Pieces

RECEPTION CARDS

ACTIVITIES CARDS

Weekend Act iv i t ie s

Fr iday
Meadowood Winery  Tour

1:00 pm
Please  meet  in  the  hote l  lobby

Rehearsa l  Dinner
7:00 pm

Meri tage  Resort
875 Bordeaux Way

Saturday
Ladies  Tea
11:00 am

Churchi l l  Tea  Room
Please  meet  in  the  hote l  lobby.

Sunday
Farewel l  Brunch

11:00 am
Bouchon Bis t ro

6534 Washington Street  



An information card i s  enc lo s ed  with  your  wedding  invi ta t ion,  and a l lows  couple s  to  
provide  gue s t s  wi th  any  addi t ional  in format ion you want  them to  have  

( t ranspor tat ion in format ion,  lodging  sugge s t ions ,  e t c . ) .  

Transportat ion wi l l  be  provided to  and f rom the 
rehearsa l  d inner ,  wedding ceremony and recept ion.

Shutt les  wi l l  depart  f rom the hote l  lobby 45 minutes
pr ior  to  each event  and return every  ha l f -hour

each evening beginning at  9  pm. 

REHEARSAL DINNER INVITATIONS

We recommend s ending  rehear sa l  d inner  invi ta t ions  three  to  s ix  weeks  be fore  the  event .
�is  invi ta t ion i s  much l e s s  formal ,  and wording  can vary  depending  on the  formal i ty  o f  the  event .

Some sugge s t ions  are  be low:  

Mr. and Mrs .  Je�ery  Temple
request  the  honor  of  your  company

at  the  Rehearsa l  Dinner
honoring

Odette  and Oliver

on the  eve  of  the i r  marr iage
Fr iday,  the  twent ieth of  June

at  seven o 'c lock in  the  evening

�e Slanted Door
RSVP 415-222-5555

You are  cordia l ly  invi ted to  at tend the
Rehearsa l  Dinner

honoring

Odette  and Oliver

on the  eve  of  the i r  marr iage
Fr iday,  the  twent ieth of  June

at  seven o 'c lock in  the  evening

�e Slanted Door
RSVP 415-222-5555

Wording For  Addit ional  Pieces

INFORMATION CARDS

OR



Escort  Cards ,  P lace  Cards  and Favor  Tags  

Escor t  cards  t e l l  your  gue s t s  where  they  wi l l  be  s ea ted  during  the  recept ion.
Gues t s  names  are  wri t t en  on the  enve lope s  and the  tab le  number s  are  wri t t en  on the  enc lo s ed

e s cor t  cards .  Escor t  cards  are  u sual l y  d i sp layed  on a  decorat ive  tab le  de s ignated  for  th i s  purpose .  

Ms. Kimber ly  Hammond

Table  12

Mr. and Mrs.  Taylor  Lewis

Table  5

Place  Cards  t yp ica l l y  ju s t  have  the  gue s t ' s  fu l l  name (e .g .  Mr.  Tay lor  Lewi s ) ,  whi l e  favor  tag s
have  the  gue s t ' s  name a s  we l l  a s  the  date  o f  the  wedding .  

THANK YOU CARDS

Bride s  and grooms  may choose  to  purchase  per sonal ized  s ta t ionery  to  match the i r  wedding  sui t e s  or  they  
may choose  to  purchase  thank you cards  s eparate l y .  �ank you note s  are  t yp ica l l y  per sonal ized  with  the  

couple ' s  marr ied  names  or  monogram ( for  example ,  Odet t e  and Oliver  Temple) .

•  Mention the  g i f t  by  name,  and g ive  an example  of  how you wi l l  use  i t .

•  For  monetary  g i f t s ,  do not  ment ion the  exact  amount .  
Instead,  thank the  guest  for  the  "generous  g i f t" .

•  I f  appl icable ,  thank the  person for  a t tending your  wedding.  

PLACE CARDS

ESCORT CARDS



Monograms

•  Monograms  are  o f t en  used  a s  s i gnature  emblems  on wedding  sui t e s .  Tradi t ional l y ,  monograms  on 
wedding  invi ta t ions  and accompany piece s  inc lude  the  br ide ' s  in i t ia l s  on ly .

•  �at  sa id ,  many couple s  today  choose  to  incorporate  both  the i r  ini t ia l s  a s  par t  o f  the  wedding
sui t e .  In  thi s  in s tance ,  we  recommend us ing  �r s t  ini t ia l s  on ly .  For  example ,  i f  J enni f er  and Mark 

are  ge t t ing  marr ied ,  the i r  monogram would be  the  l e t t e r s  JS  (br ide ' s  in i t ia l  should  come �r s t ) .

•  Mos t  couple s  choo se  to  u se  a  monogram as  a  s i gnature  emblem on the i r  invi ta t ion sui t e .

•  Save  the  formal ,  marr ied  monogram for  the  po s t - ceremony recept ion piece s  -  p lace  cards ,  tab le
cards ,  menu cards  -  a s  we l l  a s  thank you cards .  Typica l l y ,  the  couple s '  �r s t  in i t ia l s  appear  on

e i ther  s ide  o f  the  groom' s  la s t  in i t ia l .  For  example ,  once  Jenni f er  Hammond and Mark Temple  are
marr ied ,  the i r  new monogram wi l l  be  JTM. 

Final ly . . .

Whatever  wording  and format  you choose ,  we  sugge s t  keeping  the s e  t ip s  in  mind:

•  Use  the  correc t  names  for  invi t ed  gue s t s  wherever  po s s ib l e .  I f  you don ' t  know the  names  o f  your
cous in ' s  new boy f r i end,  a sk !  Us ing  the  correc t  nameswi l l  make  peop le  f e e l  t ru ly  we lcome

and honored.

•  Do not  inc lude  reg i s t ry  in format ion anywhere  in  your  invi ta t ion sui t e .  Rather ,  l i s t  the  in format ion on
your  wedding  webs i t e  or  a sk  your  fami ly  and wedding  par ty  to  

communicate  i t  v ia  wordof  mouth.

•  Do not  pr int  "no  g i f t s "  anywhere  on your  invi ta t ion sui t e .  Even i f  that  i s  t ru ly  your  pre f erence ,  th i s
mes sage  pre sumes  your  gue s t s  were  p lanning  to  g ive  you g i f t s  to  beg in  with .  Again,  a sk
your  fami ly  and wedding  par ty  to  he lp  communicate  th i s  mes sage  -  however ,  be  aware

that  some gue s t s  may in s i s t s  on g iv ing  g i f t s .


